










a pioneering project within the cwcbr

Conservation first as The City of Cape Conservation first as The City of Cape 
Town’s Biodiversity Management Branch Town’s Biodiversity Management Branch 
and the Cape West Coast Biosphere and the Cape West Coast Biosphere 
Reserve take on the task of rehabilitating Reserve take on the task of rehabilitating 
an orphaned Honey Badger cub back an orphaned Honey Badger cub back 
into the wild.into the wild.
The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve, Back to Africa (Wildlife Vets), 
Cape Nature and Honey Badger experts Keith and Colleen Begg, 
are partners in this exciting project to rehabilitate and return a Honey 
Badger to the wild.  In February 2006 a 3-month-old orphaned honey 
badger cub was rescued by farmers in Atlantis. It was found barely alive 
after it had been mauled by dogs. 

As not much is known about this threatened and secretive species during 
rehabilitation this project is a notable opportunity for us to learn more about 
this extraordinary creature. 

Honey Badgers spend up to two years with their mothers learning just how 
to be a Honey Badger! The challenge of this rehabilitation project was to find 
a way to raise this animal while not letting it get imprinted by humans as it 
was taught to look after itself. The animal was placed in a secure enclosure 
under the care of Sandiso Kraai, a nature conservation student for the 
City of Cape Town, during 2006. 

Through unparalleled dedication and commitment, Sandiso was able to 
ensure that the badger survived and grew big and strong, yet maintaining its 
healthy fear of humans. Sandiso has done such a good job he won a prize 
from the Cape Technikon for his research project on the rehabilitation of the 
Honey Badger. 

The real challenge now is to let the badger roam free and to asses how 
effectively he will be able to find food and look after himself. 
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a pioneering project within the cwcbr

It is also anyone’s guess on what he will do once released! Before being released, 
the badger will be implanted with a transmitter in order to enable conservation staff 
to track his progress. 

This is essential in order to assess whether the badger has been successfully 
rehabilitated and that he has rejoined the wild population. The number of Honey 
Badgers within the City of Cape Town is close to critical levels which make the 
genetics of each individual Honey Badger extremely valuable. As the Honey Badgers 
(Mellivora capensis – which means the Honey eater of the Cape) are listed as near 
threatened in the Red Data Book for Mammals (2004), and the only one of its kind in its 
genus, The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve is committed to the partnership which 
will hopefully result in the successful reintroduction of this animal back into the wild. 

Ironically this feisty creatures survival depends on our understanding of its behaviour 
patterns under rehabilitation in order to assess if this can be an effective way of 
managing the dwindling population. Is this yet another example of the threatened 
extinction of a remarkable animal due to man’s overwhelmingly selfish need to control 
all food sources and not share? Perhaps this is the lesson we can learn from these 
creatures and as such offer our support in getting to know them better.

To adopt the Honey Badger and make a contribution to this project please contact: 
info@capebiosphere.co.za.

Interesting. I thought that Ratel came from Interesting. I thought that Ratel came from 
the really scary noise they make when they the really scary noise they make when they 
feel threatened?!feel threatened?!
Some little known facts about the honey badger...

o It can bite the heads off cobras and 
eat the whole snake showing not only 
incredible courage but remarkable 
immunity to the toxicity of venom.

o Honey Badgers are skilled tree 
climbers and have to learn this 
behaviour from their mothers as 
it is not an inherited instinct.

o Honey Badgers have only one cub at 
a time and these cubs are dependant on 
their mothers to learn most of their hunting 
skills before reaching independence. 

o It takes up to a year before a cub can 
be independent from its mother.

o Leopards and lions sometimes hunt 
Honey Badgers.

o Honey Badgers are famous for their 
fearlessness and even the old badgers 
are able to fend off predators with their 
aggressive self-defence skills.

o Their other name is “Ratel” which is 
Afrikaans for rattle or honeycomb. It is 
also the term given to the SA defence 
force’s most powerful armoured vehicle. 

o This is a fearless animal and yet poses 
no direct threat to humans. 

o It is considered a wolverine and can 
climb trees with almost the same agility 
as leopards.
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in memorium

“In an ideal world In an ideal world 
the vision will be realized - the vision will be realized - 
the best outcome is where the best outcome is where 
man lives in concordance man lives in concordance 
with the environment and with the environment and 
respects all its gifts respects all its gifts 
without the need to without the need to 
destroy them totally.”destroy them totally.”

Donne MurrayDonne Murray
1951 - 20071951 - 2007

Sadly the CWCBR has lost a vital part of the CWCBR team as Donne Murray, 
the planning and economic development director of the CWCBR, recently passed 
away. We decided to publish his interview so that you will be able to remember 
him and the work he has done for the CWCBR.

What awakened your interest in environmental issues and how long have 
you been interested? 
I have always had an interest in the environment, from a young age and it was when I 
was involved in planning, for the Blaauberg area that the relevance of the Biosphere 
came to me. The original proponents were ground-breaking and they were really tackling 
some big issues. They motivated us, and I just got grabbed by it - Dennis Moss and Dr 
Wynand Malan were the men who really had vision in their time.

What do you hope to achieve through your involvement with the Biosphere? 
That in fifty years time, the people of the West Coast and the entire Biosphere have 
made a difference by coping with the pressure of development and rapid population 
growth and all the social inequalities that brings AND preserving the really important 
ecological/biodiversity systems.

Have you made any significant progress towards achieving your goals? 
Yes, I think so, I think that it has been a slow process BUT, our three major achieve-
ments include registration with UNESCO, the second was our strategic and business 
planning so that we know what NEEDS to be done, and thirdly the funding that we 
received from CEPF for a project co-ordinator. Now we are getting down to achieving 
what we ACTUALLY have to. We still have a long way to go.

Why do you believe the Biosphere is necessary? 
Because it will bring the different players together, the four municipalities will be brought 
into the pot, the NGO’s, the communities, the government departments to achieve what 
cannot be achieved in a silo effect.

What can the public do to promote the work of the Biosphere? 
Get involved. Become members. That is the sort of question that requires a long answer 
because 99% of the people on the West Coast probably support the concept of this 
unique place where there is development and conservation and they work together, 
they are not opposed, but it is how do they do that in their own way, in their own 
space - that is the challenge. 

You can do it on a garden, in your house, on the pavement, it doesn’t have to be done 
on a scale of 1000’s of hectares, and the challenge of the Biosphere is to change that 
mindset by raising awareness of all that is involved.

If this was a perfect world, what would you wish for the Biosphere? 
In an ideal world the vision will be realized - the best outcome is where man lives 
in concordance with the environment and respects all its gifts without the need to 
destroy them totally.

 



upcoming events and meetings

7 July7 July

7 July7 July

7 July7 July

7 July7 July

2 July2 July

5 July5 July

20 July20 July

24 July24 July

Darling morning market held every first Saturday of the month

Darling Orchid Nursery open day every first Saturday of the month

Saldanha West Coast Oval Track motor racing every first Saturday of the month

Langebaan: Art and craft market every first Saturday of the month

Yzerfontein Urban Conservancy Committee meeting

Darling Wild Flower Society Committee meeting 

CWCBR board meeting 

CWCFPA Special General meeting

To find out more about the Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve visit: www.capebiosphere.co.za 

Contact us via telephone or fax on +27 22 4922750. 

Email us at: info@capebiosphere.co.za or jdutoit@capebiosphere.co.za 08
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water wise update

Like the fish in the sea and the fossil fuels (oil, petrol, diesel, coal) we 
consume, fresh water is a non – renewable resource. This makes it, 
absolutely without doubt, one of the most important issues facing 
communities in the Western Cape. 

Lower rainfalls are a result of global climate change and in the Western 
Cape this means we all need to be aware of how much water we use. 
Water is a finite resource and without it plants, animals and humans 
can not survive.

How do we save water? 

o Place a brick in the toilet cistern or install a toilet that gives the 
option of a half flush

o If you have to water your garden, water it early in the morning
to reduce evaporation

o Take short showers rather than fill a big bath

o Use your washing up water and all other ‘grey ‘ water to water 
the garden instead of fresh water

o Educate people who waste water about why it is so important
to save water

o Drive less, buy a smaller carDrive less, buy a smaller car
o Use less electricity in the homeUse less electricity in the home
o Use renewable energy where possibleUse renewable energy where possible
o Reduce goods consumption in generalReduce goods consumption in general
o Buy 'green' productsBuy 'green' products
o Eat less meatEat less meat
o Buy organic food Buy organic food 

o Save water Save water 
o Have fewer childrenHave fewer children
o Plant more trees, pave fewer surfacesPlant more trees, pave fewer surfaces

Visit www.sustainable.org.za for even Visit www.sustainable.org.za for even 
more great ideas on how YOU can sustain more great ideas on how YOU can sustain 
renewable resources at home! renewable resources at home! 

Renewable Resources: 10 things YOU can do in your home to reduce your Renewable Resources: 10 things YOU can do in your home to reduce your 
impact on the environment... impact on the environment... 



eco tourism update

Mamre to get a dedicated Conservation Manager Mamre to get a dedicated Conservation Manager 
at last!at last!
Mamre Nature Garden is an invaluable portion of the Atlantis Sand Fynbos that is in 
particularly good condition. The area has immense potential as an outdoor class room 
and is a wonderful showcase of our spectacular natural heritage. The annual influx of 
tourists who travel to see the splendour of the Fynbos biome have historically 
overlooked this spectacular site. 

This is all set to change with the partnership between Cape Flats Nature, the 
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wild Flowers (CREW) and the City of Cape Town! 
The partnership will result in a Nature Conservator being appointed on a two year 
contract. This individual will be dedicated to the Mamre Nature Garden and will ensure
that co-ordinated planning and management of the site!

We are still in the process of interviewing but we We are still in the process of interviewing but we 
definitely hope to have the incumbent on site definitely hope to have the incumbent on site 
before the spring season starts!before the spring season starts!
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competition time
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Fish smarter!... and invent a way to reduce bycatch Fish smarter!... and invent a way to reduce bycatch 
to stand the chance ofWINNING $30 000!to stand the chance ofWINNING $30 000!

You know all about that great idea you always discuss around a fire, now is your chance to make it real and stand the chance of winning 
a great cash prize. WWF and partners created the International Smart Gear Competition to inspire innovative, practical and cost-effective 

ideas that allow fishermen to “fish smarter” by better targeting their intended catch, while reducing bycatch. The competition awards a 
cash prizes for the best entry to reduce fisheries bycatch, which is the leading threat to many endangered marine mammals, 

cetaceans, sea turtles, seabirds and certain fish species.

The 2007 International Smart Gear Competition� will award a The 2007 International Smart Gear Competition� will award a 
$30,000 Grand Prize and two $10,000 Runner-Up Prizes!$30,000 Grand Prize and two $10,000 Runner-Up Prizes!

Entry Deadline: July 31, 2007Entry Deadline: July 31, 2007

The competition is open to all fishermen, professional gear manufacturers, teachers, students, 
engineers, scientists and backyard inventors. Please visit www.smartgear.org for entry 

materials and to learn about the winning ideas from the first two competitions. 
Also, please forward this e-mail to help us spread the word about the competition.

For more information, contact Mike Osmond at michael.osmond@wwfus.org 
or call him on +1 650 323 3506 

OR mail Kim Davies at kim.davis@wwfus.org 
or telephone +1 202 861 8367.




